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Resolution regarding Cape’s Falls 
March 5, 2017 

Some of the reasons that Texas Rivers Protection Association is 
recommending that Cape’s Falls, also known as Cape’s Dam, be 
maintained are as follows: 

Removing the flow from the left channel will force novice paddlers to 
travel the right channel which is dangerous for novice paddlers and the 
public in general; 

Removing the flow from the left channel will allow it to go dry leaving a 
dry ditch or one with stagnate water in it, with 10 foot vertical concrete 
walls, that would be dangerous to fall into and not be easy to get out of, 
especially for a child that might be exploring; 

Removing the flow from the left channel would create a shallow, stagnant, 
mosquito breeding ground while it is drying as well as after rains; 

The left channel is currently very accessible to handicapped paddlers, a 
popular paddling destination, a beautiful sight for persons walking along 
the trails, and a popular fishing spot; and 

There are concerns about the endangered wildlife species in the area and 
in the water that is within the left channel.  

The Board of Directors of the Texas Rivers Protection Association asks 
that the City of San Marcos reconsider their decision to completely 
remove Cape’s Falls. We recommend that the falls be left to maintain flow 
in the left channel in all but extreme drought conditions. We further 
recommend that a safe passage through the falls be created so that 
whitewater paddlers can navigate those falls. This would enhance tourism 
to the city and thus more financial gain to business owners and more 
revenue to the City of San Marcos.  

If the city does decide to remove the falls completely, we recommend that 
a full NEPA report should be done. 

Tom Goynes, president, and the officers and board of the TRPA 

Texas Rivers Protection Association 
444 Pecan Park Dr. 

San Marcos, TX 78666 
Phone: 512-787-5574 

E-mail: tom@txrivers.org 
www.txrivers.org

mailto:Goynes@centurytel.net
http://www.txrivers.org
mailto:Goynes@centurytel.net
http://www.txrivers.org
mailto:tom@txrivers.org
mailto:david@txrivers.org
mailto:duane@txrivers.org
mailto:steve@txrivers.org
mailto:nick@txrivers.org
mailto:john@txrivers.org
mailto:jack@txrivers.org
mailto:rich@txrivers.org
mailto:heather@txrivers.org
mailto:jim@txrivers.org
mailto:charlie@txrivers.org
mailto:derrick@txrivers.org
mailto:ed@txrivers.org
mailto:marcos@txrivers.org
mailto:fred@txrivers.org

