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							 Texas Republican leaders are promoting a bill that would make Texas a "Second Amendment sanctuary state and prohibit state and local law enforcement from enforcing certain federal gun rules being pushed by Democrats in Washington, D.C. Credit: Callie Richmond for the Texas Tribune
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					The push to steel Texas against new federal rules comes as gun violence nationwide — including a recent shooting in Bryan — has sparked Democrats to call for an assault weapons ban and stronger background checks, among other changes.
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By Sami Sparber

Federal calls for action after recent mass shootings have put Gov. Greg Abbott and GOP state lawmakers on the defensive. Now they’re laying the groundwork to block federal gun regulations through legislation that would make Texas a “Second Amendment sanctuary state,” prohibiting state agencies and local governments from enforcing new federal gun rules.

But legal experts say the move is largely symbolic, and that its practical effect would be to make it harder — but not impossible — for federal officials to enforce new gun control measures.

The push to steel Texas against federal rules comes amid several instances of gun violence nationwide — including a shooting in Bryan on April 8 and another in Austin on Sunday. The longstanding debate in Washington, D.C., over gun control has reignited, moving Democrats in Congress and the White House to call for an assault weapons ban and stronger background checks, among other changes.

“We need to erect a complete barrier against any government official anywhere from treading on gun rights in Texas,” Abbott said during his annual State of the State address in February.

If the legislation passes, Texas would join Alaska, Idaho, Kansas, Wyoming and Arizona – along with more than 400 local governments in at least 20 states – in declaring themselves sanctuaries for gun rights.

“This is what I’m seeking for Texas — a law to defy any new federal gun control laws,” Abbott said in a tweet April 7 about Arizona’s recently approved new law. “I look forward to signing it.”

So what impact would the law have if Congress passes stricter gun laws, like ones floated by President Joe Biden last week?
[image: ]



The sanctuary law would not allow Texas to nullify or override federal gun laws, said Sanford Levinson, a University of Texas School of Law professor. Instead, “what they can say [to federal officials] is, ‘If you want to enforce them, do it yourself.”’ Levinson said.

“The practical effect, if anything, is really at the margins,” added Darrell Miller, co-director of the Duke Center for Firearms Law. “It doesn’t mean the Department of Justice can’t enforce federal firearms laws in the state of Texas. It just makes their job more difficult, because they can’t rely on assistance from state or local government agents to help them out.”

Asked whether the governor agrees with that legal understanding, Abbott spokesperson Renae Eze said in a statement, “No state or local government resources will ever be used to infringe upon the 2nd Amendment rights of law-abiding Texans.”

Sanctuary for gun rights

Under House Bill 2622 by state Rep. Justin Holland, which cleared its first committee April 6 in a 11-2 vote, Texas state and local governments would be prohibited from enforcing or providing assistance to federal agencies on certain federal gun regulations that do not exist under state law, such as registry, license, and background check requirements and programs that would confiscate guns or require people to sell them.

Among the new federal rules the bill would block Texas from enforcing are mandatory background checks for private gun sales. After 2019’s mass shootings in El Paso and Midland-Odessa, Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick raised concerns about state laws allowing private sales between strangers without background checks.

Abbott stopped short of Patrick’s push for mandatory background checks, but he suggested the Legislature “consider ways to make it easy, affordable and beneficial for a private seller of firearms to voluntarily use background checks when selling firearms to strangers.”

The “Second Amendment Sanctuary State Act” has yet to be considered by the full House and still requires passage in the Senate. A version filed in the upper chamber hasn’t yet received a committee hearing.

Holland, R-Rockwall, acknowledged the federal government has its own enforcement mechanisms, even as he and other Texas GOP officials tout “essentially freezing in place” state gun laws.

“We cannot control what the federal government does,” Holland said in an interview. “We’re just trying to say that anything further that restricts or erodes our rights, we will not stand for.”

Texas’ law would likely hold up in court, Levinson said, pointing to a 1992 U.S. Supreme Court decision that said the federal government can’t “commandeer” state officials to enforce federal law. States that have gone further than Texas, attempting to nullify federal gun laws, have faced legal challenges.

“It’s a game of political chicken, but I don’t think there is any serious doubt that Texas can say, ‘You have to do this on your own,” Levinson said, adding that “it is true in a lot of places already” that state and local officials are not cooperative with federal laws.

The House last week passed another major piece of gun legislation. House Bill 1927 would nix the requirement that Texas residents obtain a license to carry handguns if they’re not prohibited by state or federal law from possessing a gun. Texans under current state law must generally be licensed to carry handguns, either openly or concealed. That approval in the lower chamber showed there was a bipartisan appeal for a cause long championed by conservative activists. HB 1927 now heads to the Senate.

Federal push for gun control

Biden and congressional Democrats have increasingly called for new federal action following recent mass shootings around the country. Last week, just hours before Bryan police said someone opened fire at Kent Moore Cabinets, killing one person and injuring at least five others, Biden announced a series of executive actions to prevent gun violence.

“Gun violence in this country is an epidemic, and it’s an international embarrassment,” Biden said on April 8. “The idea that we have so many people dying every single day from gun violence in America is a blemish on our character as [a] nation.”

Biden called for new restrictions on “ghost guns,” which are built at home and are harder to track, and arm braces for pistols. He also instructed the Department of Justice to create a template that states can use to pass red flag laws, which generally allow judges to temporarily take guns away from people deemed dangerous to themselves or others. Such legislation has previously faced stiff opposition in the Texas Legislature.

Noteworthy in Holland’s proposal is that it threatens to deny state funds to any government agencies in Texas that enforce certain new federal restrictions, Miller said.

“Not only is this saying state police can’t help out the feds in enforcing federal gun legislation, it’s also saying the city of Austin Police Department can’t do it as well,” Miller said.

Holland said “there has to be teeth to the bill” to ensure consistent enforcement across the state.

“We can’t have standalone cities, counties, jurisdictions running around state laws as some sort of a political statement,” Holland said. Dozens of Texas counties have already declared themselves sanctuaries for gun rights.

Lawmakers said it’s possible Texas could lose some federal funds if the legislation passes.

“While there is no significant fiscal impact to state funding as a result of the bill, the impact on federal funding cannot be determined at this time because the response by federal agencies to this legislation is unknown,” the bill’s fiscal note reads.

This story originally published by the Texas Tribune.
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				Reply
			
		



				
			

		

			
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *
Comment * 
Name * 

Email * 

Website 

 



	

	

	



	


	




	
		
			[image: ]



[image: ]


[image: ]
[image: ]


Recent Comments

	
				
				
					
						Alex Villalobos For Sheriff – Alex Villalobos for Sheriff					
					[…] Cameron County DA Villalobos Had Security Business...

				


			
	
				
				
					
						Alex Villalobos For Sheriff – Alex Villalobos					
					[…] Kyle Arrest Reveals Ongoing TX AG Investigations O...

				


			
	
				
				
					
						Alex Villalobos For Sheriff – My WordPress					
					[…] https://www.drippingspringsnews.com/news/villalobo...

				


			
	
				
				
					
						Local SanMartian					
					Checking in on the progress, what phase is this in at this p...

				


			
	
				
				
					
						Karla					
					The Red Rock Job Corp in Lopez Pa is way worse. The unsafe a...

				


			
	
				
				
					
						PAM J MINGLE					
					I also worked at San Marcos Job Corp and despite Federal Law...

				


			




				

					
						
					
						

					

										Innovation Corridor

						Clear Sky

					


					

						
							70							℉
						


						

													
								 72º - 67º
							

						
							
								
								 54%
							


							
								
								 23.02 mph

						

					
 

											
							
					
						
					
						

					

				
						78℉

						Thu

					

				
					
						
					
						

						

						

						

					

				
						78℉

						Fri

					

				
					
						
					
						

						

						

						

					

				
						79℉

						Sat

					

				
					
						
					
						

						

						

						

					

				
						75℉

						Sun

					

				
					
						
					
						

						

						

						

					

				
						77℉

						Mon

					

										

					
				
 

				

		

	
	




	
			
				
					
		
			

									
						Most Viewed

	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		Gary Job Corps’s Management Firm Loses Contract, Under Investigation For Health & Safety Issues

		
			February 22, 2018		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		Lawsuit Filed In Hays County District Court For The Removal Of County Judge

		
			September 17, 2020		

	


	

			

			
			[image: ]		

	
	
		El Milagro of Texas tortilla factory faces $218K in fines; cited for repeatedly exposing workers to amputation dangers

		
			June 16, 2021		

	







					

				
									
						[image: ]

					

				
									
						
			

										
							Get your daily news delivered to your inbox everyday! 						


												
							
									
										Enter your Email address
										
									

																		
							

						

						
			


			

					

				
				
			

		


		
		
			

									
						© Copyright 2023, All Rights Reserved by Corridor Media
Terms of Use | Privacy Policy



					

				
									
						Have a news tip? Email it to News@SMCorridorNews.com. 



					

				
									
						[image: ]

					

				
				
			

		


						

			

			





		
			
				
				
					 Facebook
				
				
					 X
							

		


		

		
			
			Back to top button
		
	
		


		
	
		

			
				Close
			


			
				

					
					
							HomePage
	News
	Breaking News
	Contact Us
	Real Estate
	Featured
	Lifestyle
	Advertise
	Editorials
	Politics
	Elections
	Sports
	Coronaviris Updates
	Who We Are


					


											
								RSS
	Facebook
	X
	LinkedIn

 
						

												
							
				
					Search for:
					
				
				
			
						

						
				

			

							
					Subscribe Now — For Free!


			

										
												
							Get your daily news delivered to your inbox everyday! 						


												
							
									
										Enter your Email address
										
									

																		
							

						

						
			


			





				

			
		

	

	
	








		
			
				Close
			
			

				

										
							
							
								
								Search for
							
						

						
				


			

		

		
























		

		
		    
	
